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Group Wants to Re-Open Tarkiln
By SUSANNA SHEEHAN

This week, a .group of

Tarkiln Community Center
users asked the Board of

Selectmen to help them find a
way to re-open the building,

which was closed in October,

and selectmen indicated they

would be willing to investi

gate this option.

Mary Wilber, co-chair

man of the Friends of Tarkiln,

an organization of user

groups and residents who.

support the .restoration of

Tarkiln, said the people who

had. been using the building

urgently want to re-occupy it.

Several hundred people used

Tarkiln daily for a variety of

activities, from artists to

church groups to music arid

dance classes to boy scout

meetings.

The Tarkiln Community

Center on'Summer Street

consists-of two.former one-

room schoolhouses dating

back to 1871. It has served as

a community center for 58

years. : :'

- Tarkiin had to be closed in

October 2006 when an elec

trical surge crippled the fur-

Preservation Committee is
spearheading the effort to pre

serve the historic buildin"

that has been in constant use

for 136 years. It is hoping to

present an article funding (he

complete restoration, of

Tarkiln at Annual Town

Meeting nex! March.

Wilber. said the Tarkiln
building should not sit empty

until the restoration begins

(possibly in 2008) because it

would be susceptible to van

dalism and damage from

rodents and weather. She said

the sudden closure of the

building turned the users out

on the street and while they

were doing their best in'tem

porary quarters, such' as the

Senior Center, they warned to

relurn to Tarkiln.

"It would be devastating
lo us if we couldn't go back,"

Wilber said.

Many residents who used

Tarkiln told selectmen how
much they wanted to have the

building re-opened.

Tag Carpenter, a direct

abutter to Tarkiln, used 'to

teach world music classes

there. He said having the

nace beyond repair. The surge building shutterejLJiurt-aot-
was caused by lightningjiit—^'y'he-users, but the entire

ting a utility_pcJe-aCToss the town.

streeu/rorif the building and "There's a spectrum of

-starting a fire on a trans- activities taking place at

"Tarkiln is a very viable

revenue-producing assel to

the town," said Walsh.

Selectmen said that all fee
increases must be reviewed

and approved hy the Fiscal

advisory committee and then

supported by selectmen, so

■ they could not endorse any

increase without following

the scl process. They agreed

to have MacDonald and

Finance Director John

Madden meet with Walsh to

review her numbers to sec if

the money was there to

replace the furnace and re

open the building.

Selectmen Chairman

Andre Martecchini said the

town would probably have to

pay $10,000 to replace the

furnace and then find a way lo

collect the money from, lite

insurance company. He did

not close the door on opening

the building.

"1 don't want to say 'no1

because we don't know", yet

if Tarkiln can be re-opened,

said Martecchini. "Like any

good insurance company,

you've got 10 light them."

Wilber said the Friends of

■Tarkiln'have raised $1,500 to

give to. the town toward a new

furnace and she pledged to

continue fundraising.
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